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Rules for Coaches 

• Softball Canada (SC) rules govern play 
however local association or tournament 
rules override SC rules where applicable 

• Coaches should have a copy of all relevant 
rules handy at all times 

• Make it a point to read the rulebook cover to 
cover at least once per season 

• Never bring out a rulebook in front of the 
umpire but checking the rules before talking 
to him may be helpful 

 

Hint:  Make notes for yourself or bookmark your 
rulebook whenever you come across something 
you may need to refer to again 

 



How to read rule book 

• The Softball Canada Rule Book has two parts.  Slo-
Pitch and Fast Pitch 

• Fast Pitch rules start midway through the rulebook 

• Fast Pitch rules also include some special rules for 
Orthodox Softball (specifically pitching) so make 
sure you are in the correct section when referring to 
rules as they may differ between sports 

• The rulebook is organized based on different 
activities within the game and the sections are 
called the Rules of the Game 



These are the 12 Rules of Softball 
1. Definitions 

2. Playing Field 

3. Equipment 

4. Coaches, Players and Substitutes 

5. The Game 

6. Pitching Regulations  

7. Batting 

8. Batter-Runner and Runner 

9. Dead Ball – Ball in Play 

10. Umpires 

11. Protests 

12. Scoring 

 



• Read and be familiar with the Definitions.  Using the correct terms is very 
important and the definitions can differ from the common understanding 
of the words.  Some softball terminology is different from the equivalent 
baseball term.  Know the terms and understand when they apply. 

• To find a particular situation in the rulebook start by searching for the 
correct Rule based on which action/player was involved in the play (ex. 
Rule 7 – Batting) 

• Under the Rule there are several sections each of which refers to a 
particular occurrence on the field (ex. 7-4 – A strike is called by the 
umpire) 

• Under a section there are conditions that must be met to apply the 
outcome of the section (ex. 7-4c -  For each foul tip) 

• Some conditions include notes about the effect of the call (EFFECT – 
Sec.4c:  The ball is in play and runners may advance with liability to be put 
out.  The batter is out if it is the third strike) 

• If you know the correct term for the call then you can use the index at the 
beginning of the Fast Pitch section to go directly to the appropriate page 
 



Team Exercise 

Here is a possible game scenario.  Use the rulebook to determine 
the correct call. 

2 Out, Runners on 2nd and 3rd.  Fly ball hit to LF.   

R3 returns to tag up at 3B but R2 continues to run.  Ball is 
dropped by LF as R2 passes R3.  R3 sees the dropped ball and 
advances home.  R2 returns to 3B, Batter-Runner is at 2B.   

What is the call?  Does the run score?  How many are out? 

How do we find the correct rules?  

 



Answers 



What is an appeal Play? 

 

 



Something to remember! 

 

 



Misunderstood Rules 

Your AMSA Coaches Manual contains a section on the top 20 
misunderstood rules in softball.  Read them and understand 
them for the sake of everyone involved in the game. 

 



• Questions? 


